Friends of Bob—servin’ topnotch LIVE music since 1994—March ’08 Newsletter


An Acoustic Evening with Alejandro Escovedo 
            In 2006, soon after the release of his much-acclaimed CD The Boxing Mirror, Alejandro Escovedo played an astounding FoB show with his band It was a riveting, glorious show. Widely recognized as one of the most accomplished American songwriters of the past quarter century, Alejandro proved to be as personable as he is talented.
 
             On April 6th he'll be playing a more intimate show with just one other guitarist and singer—David Pulkingham—at Duncan Hall.
 
            As well as performing songs from his wonderful back catalog, he'll be previewing songs from his new album Real Animal--many of them co-written with Chuck Prophet. The new album, which is set for a June release, was produced by Tony Visconti. (Visconti has produced an array of albums including classic Bowie and T.Rex discs.) This should be a powerful, up-close-and-personal performance by one of America's most esteemed songwriters.
 
            Alejandro's career is about to potentially take on a higher profile since Jonathan Demme begins filming a feature-length documentary on Escovedo shortly after our Duncan Hall concert Escovedo had worked with Demme on music for his recent documentary about Jimmy Carter, Man from Plains. Demme has directed various music films (Talking Heads' Stop Making Sense, Neil Young's Heart of Gold) as well as celebrated features such as Silence of the Lambs and Philadelphia.
Big thanks are due to Lilly Tippecanoe Laboratories for their financial assistance with this concert.
Praise for The Boxing Mirror:
"A masterwork from one of the genuine lights in rock music." Billboard
"In the 21st century, this is what singer/songwriter albums are supposed to sound like. The Boxing Mirror is brilliant, and it's his masterwork." allmusic.com
"With Escovedo's plaintive voice exultant, the harrowing Mirror is one of the finest of this songwriter's career, as well one of the best releases of 2006." SF Weekly (San Francisco)
"As a whole, the album veers between hard-edged Stonesy rockers and more delicate moments, befitting the ebbs and flows of Escovedo’s life.  He pays homage to his wife by putting two of her poems, “Dearhead on the Wall” and “Notes on Air,” to music. But those aren’t tender poems. “Dearhead” channels the sadness that radiates from a stuffed deer head; “Notes on Air” is equally dark, boasting manic, tortured lap steel playing by Jon Dee Graham. Escovedo revisits his own “Sacramento & Polk” (from 1999’s Bourbonitis Blues), making it more ferocious in the process."   popmatters.com


Sunday, April 6; 7:30 p.m. (doors 7:00)
An Acoustic Evening with the
Alejandro Escovedo Duo
www.alejandroescovedo.com <http://www.alejandroescovedocom/> 
www.myspace.com/alejandroescovedo
www.friends-of-bob.org
Duncan Hall, 619 Ferry St., Lafayette—all-ages show!!!!
Tickets ($12 advance/$15 day-of-show) available at Von's Records,  JL Records, and McGuire Music.
Advance tickets by mail are $13. Send your check to: Friends of Bob, PO Box 59, Battle Ground, IN 47920 Please provide your name, address, phone #, and e-mail address.
 

"Musically, Alejandro Escovedo is in his own genre, a folk-blues classicist with a gritty plaintive voice and an equal fondness for dirty boogie and spectral balladry. What does it take to make this man a star?" David Fricke, Rolling Stone

 

"Few contemporary artists inspire the degree of rapturous critical praise, without the accompanying fame and fortune, as Alejandro Escovedo." pbs.org
 

In 2000, No Depression magazine named Alejandro Escovedo "Artist of the Decade."

Please help us publicize this show by downloading a poster from our website: www.friends-of-bob.org <http://www.friends-of-bob.org/> 
 
&            Volunteers! If you are willing to help out at shows by taking tickets for half an hour, watching the dressing room entrance, or helping pack up at the end of the evening, please contact Brian Wagner, our volunteer coordinator, at bhwagner34@msn.com <mailto:bhwagner34@msn.com>  – he sends an email to the volunteer list prior to shows asking people to sign up.
 
&            Our Annual General Meeting will be on Monday, May 12th, 7:30—at the back of the first floor of the Lafayette Brewing Co. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. This is the meeting where we elect board members and officers—and we create our "wish list" of artists for next season.
&            Do the Dues!!! Membership dues are by the calendar year—2008 dues are due! Your donations are crucial!!! Membership dues and donations are crucial elements of the FoB equation. To keep this good thing going, we all need to put some financial fuel in the tank.
            Dues pay for this newsletter and provide a safety net for when admission charges don’t cover expenses. Please help us keep the music coming. Dues are $10 per person. If you can make a donation above the $10 we would greatly appreciate it, and since we are a 501[c][3] not-for-profit organization, donations above the dues are tax-deductible and really assist us HUGELY in what we're trying to do. If you have an asterisk by your name on the label of this newsletter, you have already paid your 2008 dues. The following people have sent in their dues since our last newsletter.
Dan Annarino~Patty & Steve Bonney~Bob Brookie~Dave Dreyer~Keven Gipson~Dave Hewitt~Barb & Ted Johnson~Greg Jones~Charley Kerlin~Connie & Steve Kingman~Sue McConville~John McKnight~Brenda Moore~Lisa & Steve Nail~Elaine Pearlman~Drew Peyronnin~April & Dave Reason~Kim & John Reisman~Ronda & Jeff Schwab~Ted Simmons~Debra & Louis Sherman~Steven & Joanne Kuhn Titolo~Pam & Tom VanSickle
Membership info at How Can I Help? www.friends-of-bob.org

Other music that's goin' round:
Lafayette Brewing Co.: 3/29 Ekoostic Hookah; 4/5 Groovatron + much more www.lafayettebrewingco.com <http://www.lafayettebrewingco.com/> 
Lafayette Chamber Music Society, 04.6.08, Ensemble C'est La Vie, Duncan Hall 3:00 www.tippecanoechambermusic.org        
Lafayette Music League's calendar has lots of local music listings: http://www.thirdleg.net                                   


NPR.org: Alejandro Escovedo has been hailed as a poet, as a storyteller, and as one of the most important musicians of the last quarter-century. He blends rock, folk, blues and classically influenced music into a boundary-defying style that has won him a devoted following all over the world.
            Born into a large Mexican immigrant family in San Antonio, Escovedo was heavily influenced by his father, who loved music and often sang in local mariachi bands. His career began with The Nuns, a mid-'70s punk outfit from San Francisco; later, he co-founded the country-influenced punk band Rank and File. He began to make a name for himself in True Believers with his brother Javier, with national tours supporting the likes of Los Lobos, and his solo career took off with 1992's critically acclaimed Gravity. Since then, Escovedo has recorded eight albums under his own name, in the process winning numerous awards and accolades, including "Artist of the Decade" from No Depression magazine.

Rolling Stone:                                                             
Austin singer-songwriter licks death, collaborates with Velvet Underground hero by LYNNE MARGOLIS     
Alejandro Escovedo is looking pretty good these days. The Austin-based rootsy singer-songwriter is about to release his first studio album in four years, The Boxing Mirror, produced by one of his idols, Velvet Underground alum John Cale. He recently married his girlfriend of several years, and happily indulges the whims of their three-year-old daughter, his seventh child. One would never guess that he just turned 55 -- much less barely survived a bout with Hepatitis C.
In 2002, Escovedo realized the hard way that the disease he'd been diagnosed with just years earlier would not tolerate the rock & roll lifestyle he'd insisted on living. He collapsed during a performance of By the Hand of the Father, a theater piece developed from songs he wrote about his Mexican-immigrant father. As his health problems mounted, so did the medical bills, prompting friends and fellow artists -- including Lucinda Williams, Steve Earle, Los Lonely Boys, the Jayhawks, Son Volt, his niece Sheila E and Cale -- to put together a double-disc tribute/fundraising album, 2004's Por Vida.
Now, aided by Buddhism and healthier habits -- he's convinced even one drink could kill him -- Escovedo has found a new balance, and The Boxing Mirror reflects that. Beyond his personal life, the album also builds on his creative history: his early years in punk band the Nuns and "cowpunk" pioneers Rank and File; his rockin' True Believers/Buick MacKane era; his classical, Alejandro Escovedo Orchestra explorations; his acoustic string quintet, which just released the live album Room of Songs; and seven solo albums, including the aptly titled More Miles Than Money.
Alejandro Escovedo: Back to living again 
Musical journeyman dodges death to continue his quest by James Kelly, Creative Loafing (Atlanta) 03.05.2008
The last five years have been excruciating and enlightening for Austin, Texas-based artist Alejandro Escovedo. As his health deteriorated due to previously diagnosed hepatitis C, he collapsed backstage in 2003 after a performance and spent close to a year in treatment for advanced cirrhosis and other vascular problems. A working musician with no health insurance who depended on steady gigs to make a living, Escovedo saw his life falling apart around him. But he was invigorated by the incredible outreach of love and support he received from fellow artists and fans who rallied to help with his financial needs during recovery. After benefit concerts were thrown around the world, and a tribute album of his songs was released, the money came in just in time. The respect from others strengthened Escovedo's faith in humanity, he says. Now living a healthy and once again productive life, he is thankful and optimistic.
"My health is excellent," Escovedo humbly says when asked how he is doing. "It's good to be alive and working."
Always moving in new directions, Escovedo has made some major changes in his business handlings, from switching management and booking to working with a new label, Back Porch Records, which released 2006's impressive comeback The Boxing Mirror. He has never been content with compartmentalizing himself. The mastery of that incredible range may be why he received the '90s "Artist of the Decade" honor from No Depression magazine. The 13-year-old alt-country magazine recently announced that it will cease publication with issue 75 (May-June). Escovedo laments the loss. "If it wasn't for No Depression magazine and Bloodshot Records, my career would have ended a long time ago," he says, referring to his former label.
Nevertheless, Escovedo is finding that his second (or is it third?) chance to make music for a living has become quite interesting. With a new album coming out in late spring and a feature documentary in the works, he's moving forward at full speed. He anticipates the new record with much enthusiasm. "This one is sort of a history of my music through the years, mainly done with my rock band I have been working with Chuck Prophet on the songs and production."
The career retrospective theme is timely, as noted filmmaker Jonathan Demme – responsible for the Talking Heads' Stop Making Sense and Neil Young's recent Heart of Gold – is on board to make the documentary. "We start filming in April," Escovedo says. "The idea is to portray me watching each of my bands perform through the years, sort of a battle of the bands format." The relationship with Demme precedes the current project. "I worked with Jonathan on the soundtrack for Man from Plains, a documentary about Jimmy Carter. Unfortunately, I didn't get to meet Carter; maybe next time I am in Georgia ..."
Escovedo's other recent issue with a president was a bit more humorous. "I was told that Bush had my song 'Castanets' on his iPod," he says. As a result, he stopped playing the crowd favorite in concert for quite a while. "It was very discouraging and humiliating. Actually it turned out to be the Los Lonely Boys' version, from the Por Vida compilation," he says, referring to the '04 tribute released in his honor. Ironically, the sales garnered from that 32-song, double-disc release helped save his life.
 
____ I’d like to support live music by becoming a Friend of Bob. I’m enclosing $10 (more, if you’d like; amounts above $10 are tax deductible since Friends of Bob is registered with the IRS as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.)
Mail to Friends of Bob, Box 59, Battle Ground, IN 47920.
 
Name........................................................................ Address (including zipcode) .............................................................................................
 
Phone #......................................................  e-mail.......................................................................................................
Friends of Bob is all-volunteer. Please check here if you would be willing to help out occasionally. ___

 [ ] work the door   [ ] put up posters   [ ] cook a dish for the band  [ ] serve food to the band  
[ ]clean up after a show [ ] load in or load out equipment   [ ] miscellaneous
 
If you no longer wish to receive emails from Friends of Bob live music co-op, please let us know: fob@insightbb.com
